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PRESS RELEASE

US Congress Sponsors Ukrainian Professionals to Learn from Their US Counterparts on Expanding Freedom of Media during Elections
Washington, DC, (July 27, 2005) – The Center for International Programs (CIP) of Valbin Corporation issued the following statement regarding upcoming Open World Leadership Program with Ukrainian delegates in Washington D.C. from August 6 – 14, 2005.
A delegation of five Ukrainian representatives from different media outlets and the Ukrainian government will be hosted in Washington D.C. by the Center for International Programs (CIP) of Valbin Corporation from August 6-14 to learn and be trained in expanding the role of free and independent media in Ukraine especially during elections.  

The program is funded by the US Congress through the Open World Leadership Center at the Library of Congress and is administered by the Academy for Educational Development (AED).  The Center for International Programs (CIP) is the local hosting organization that coordinates and arranges the professional program.  This Open World Program aims to provide the delegation with models for future expansion of freedom of the press in Ukraine based on the exposure to journalistic practices in the US.  This program is especially important as investigative journalism has been severely restricted in the past few years in Ukraine and investigative journalists have been working in difficult conditions. This critical situation of the free press was especially noticed during the last presidential elections held in Ukraine in 2004. Through academic discussion, workshops, exercises and meetings with their US counterparts, the participants will learn how to incorporate stakeholder issues in fostering the role of free and independent media during elections and will observe the process of how elections and political activities are covered in the US at the local and national levels, bringing together essential elements of media and politics. 

The five participating delegates include Maksym Mykolayovych Mykhlyk, Chief Editor of “Slobidka”, a Regional Social-Political Newspaper; Olesya Vitaliyivna Oleshk, Deputy Editor of www.polit.com.ua, a committee of Voters Website; Mykhaylo Ivanovych Polodyuk, Head of the Shepetivka City Administration - Executive Council; Vladyslav Yuriyovych Telen, Deputy Head of Vinnitsa City Administration, Department of Informational Policy and Public Relations; and Marta Mykhaylivna Pryymak, Program Facilitator.  

During this program, the delegates will have substantial meetings with leaders and influential individuals and organizations in the US Capital.  Some of the meetings the delegation will meet with include Chief Election Commissioner, Garcia Hillman at the Federal Election Assistance Commission (EAC), the National Association of the Secretaries of State, DC City Government – Office of Community Affairs, National Democratic Institute (NDI), International Center for Journalists (ICFJ), International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES), International Research and Exchange Board (IREX), University of Maryland – School of Journalism, Election Online, Democracy International and local media outlets.  Besides the 8-day professional program which offers networking opportunities to the delegation, the CIP has also included cultural events and home stays with US families. 
“Staying with host families will allow the delegates to have a stronger understanding about the American culture” stated CIP’s Director Valbona Sherifi.  During this interaction, the Ukrainian Professionals will have the chance to observe first hand and participate in several other aspects of an American lifestyle, such as music and arts, food, culture, politics and religion.  
The Center for International Programs (CIP) is a subdivision of Valbin Corporation, which strongly promotes international training and services in educational development.  For further information on CIP, please contact Valbona Sherifi at 202-626-0026 or visit our website www.valbin.org .
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